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Dear St. Andrew’s Family,
What would it look like for you to live in such a way 

that your life becomes a blessing to others? This was the 
question I posed a couple of Sundays ago.

 “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual 
worship.” (Rom. 12:1)

The key phrase that Paul uses 
here is “by the mercies of God.” 
We are saved by God’s mercy, and 
we live daily in his mercy. Mercy 
becomes life changing when we 
recognize the weight of our sin 
and the grace and forgiveness that 
God lavishes on us in Christ.

“But this I call to mind, and 
therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” (Lam. 
3:21-23) What the writer is saying is that every day he is 
remembering the mercies of God.

In light of this mercy, how do you respond? How is 
God’s mercy impacting your life? How is God’s mercy 
shaping what you do with your life? When we live our 
lives out of the overflow of his mercy, people’s lives are 

changed, needs are met and our lives 
become rich and full of purpose. 
These are questions that I have been 
personally wrestling with and that 
Kimberly and I have been talking 
about. What would it look like for you 
to take time to consider processing 
these questions with someone close 
to you and see how God might be 
calling you to respond?

God has given each of us spiritual 
gifts to serve the needs of others. We 
each have different gifts, but we are all 

made for service. In living our lives as a spiritual sacrifice, we 
are called to care for and serve those around us. The more 
our hearts are impacted by his mercy and grace, the more 
the way we live is changed–our priorities change.

Rev. Robert Cook, Senior Pastor

The preschool kids gather around a 
campfire to hear how God’s Word is our 

map, our light and our love letter from 
God during VBS 2014.

continued on next page 

Our culture pulls us 
into a very consumer-
based, individualistic, 
self-focused mentality 
that life is all about our 
own personal pleasure 
and happiness; that 
the busier we are, the 
more successful we are. 
God has something far 
greater for you and me.
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I want to encourage you to slow down, 
take a look at how you are spending your 
time. What are you giving your life to? Where 
are you buying into the values of the culture? 
Our culture pulls us into a very consumer-
based, individualistic, self-focused mentality 
that life is all about our own personal pleasure 
and happiness; that the busier we are, the 
more successful we are. God has something 
far greater for you and me.

God longs that our lives would not conform 
to the culture, but instead, be renewed by 
his Word. He longs for us to create culture 

because our lives are radically touched every 
day by the mercies of God and we are living 
out of the gifts God has given us.

As a church, as we together use our gifts 
as a sacrificial offering to the Lord, we will 
experience the life-giving presence of the 
Holy Spirit among us. As John Stott put it, 
“then our feet will walk in his paths, our lips 
will speak the truth and spread the gospel, our 
tongues will bring healing, our hands will lift up 
those who have fallen, our arms will embrace 
the lonely and unloved, our ears will listen to 
the cries of the distressed, and our eyes will 

look humbly and patiently towards God.”
As you read through this newsletter, see 

how God might be stirring in you to serve by 
using the gifts he has given you.

In His Love,

Robert+

WAYS TO SERVE OUR LOCAL BODY
In light of the gifts God has given you, consider these opportunities to serve within the body of St. Andrew’s:

Acolytes
Kay Michael • kay@saclr.org

Kingdom Life Classes (Adult Education)
Ryan Owsley • ryan.owsley@gmail.com

Altar Guild
Rev. Dustin Freeman • dustin@saclr.org

Beginnings: Early Childhood Ministry
Tongua Williams • tongua@saclr.org

Chalice Bearers
Beka LeMaster • beka@saclr.org

Congregational Care Ministry
Lorri Harper • lorri@saclr.org

KREW: Children’s Ministry
Kay Michael • kay@saclr.org

Greeters
Kathy Stephenson • kathys@saclr.org

Flower Guild
Gina Hartsell • gina_allaboutlabs@yahoo.com

Lay Eucharistic Ministry
Beka LeMaster • beka@saclr.org

Lectors
Beka LeMaster • beka@saclr.org

Marriage/Pre-Marriage Ministry
Kathy Stephenson • kathys@saclr.org

Needlework Guild
Kissy Blanchat • kisblanchat@hotmail.com

Office Help
Lorri Harper • lorri@saclr.org

Pastors’ Prayer Partners
Beka LeMaster • beka@saclr.org

Prayer Ministry
Jim Miller • jameslmiller44@gmail.com

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Mary Kay Graves • reagraves@att.net

Sisters of the Skillet
Sylvia Van Dover • jrv59@sbcglobal.net

Student Ministry
AJ Green • aj@saclr.org

Sunday Coffee
Jim Van Dover • jvandover@sbcglobal.net

Ushers
Drew Hughen • hughen@me.com

Weddings
Kathy Stephenson • kathys@saclr.org

XL: Special Needs Ministry
Kay Michael • kay@saclr.org
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KINGDOM LIFE CLASSES:
EQUIP | GROW | TOGETHER

“Long ago I reconciled myself,” she said, 
“to the fact that God can’t be all loving, all 
powerful and all knowing while evil occurs.” 
Then she quietly announced, “So, I decided 
that God just isn’t all powerful.” These words 
were spoken by an elderly woman in a class I 
led many years ago. My heart broke for her. 
She’d been living for decades with a mistaken 
picture of a God who knew everything and 
wanted to help her but was powerless to do 
so. I can’t imagine how that affected her prayer 
life. Bad theology hurts people, and we’re all 
theologians. 

Another man told how, because his own 
father was neglectful and abusive, the man 
always saw God as angry and vengeful. Even 
though he was a Christian, he thought that 
God was always mad at him and it was only 
Jesus that prevented the Father from lashing 
out at him. But this man, by God’s grace, 
finally understood John 3:16: “For God so 
loved the world that he sent his only son ...” 
The man realized that, far from always being 
angry with him, God actually loved him and 
wanted a fuller relationship with him. God 
was displeased with the man’s sin, but the 
displeasure was that of a loving father, not 
an angry judge. This realization, which was 
obtained through the aid of the Spirit during 
study, freed him to grow in fellowship with 
God. Good theology helps people, and we’re 
all theologians.

Someone might say, “Yeah right! I’m no 
theologian.” But the truth is that we all think 
about God and our place in God’s kingdom. 
Suppose someone says, “I just trust Jesus. 
And I leave all that theology stuff to others.” 
And suppose someone then replies, “Jesus, 
who?” The moment we venture an answer to 
that question, we’re immediately dealing with 
theology, the study of God’s nature, works 

and word. Good theology helps people, and 
we’re all theologians.

Yet there are two great obstacles to 
engaging in enlivening study. On the one 
hand, we can pursue knowledge about God 
through study in such a way that we only end 
up with stuffed heads and shriveled hearts 
(1 Cor. 8:1). If we view study as all and only 
about the head, then we’re missing the point. 
On the other hand, we can react to this kind of 
crusty and coldly intellectual study by tossing 
aside study itself as unnecessary to Christian 
growth. Or maybe we can come to see study 
as a side item on the cafeteria tray of options 
in the Christian life. 

Both views are unbiblical. Our Lord Jesus 
himself commands his followers to teach, 
which implies that we need to be learning 
what it is that we’re supposed to teach (Matt. 
28:20). Peter says that we’re supposed to 
be “prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is within you; yet do it with gentleness and 
respect” (1 Peter 3:15). Paul prayed fervently 
that the Colossian Christians would grow 
in the kind of knowledge that would lead to 
genuine growth in our lives (Col. 1:9–12). A 
neglect of study hinders our ability to obey 
our Lord’s command, hinders growth in 
Christlikeness and hinders our effectiveness 
for God’s kingdom. 

So we can’t neglect study, yet a certain 
kind of knowledge “puffs up.” It fills us with 
pride and obstructs our fellowship with God. 
What’s the solution? We must have a biblical 

understanding of study’s 
place, process and purpose. 
First, when it comes to Christian growth, 
study’s place (or role) is to act as the gateway, 
not the destination. Study is essential to the 
Christian life, but it isn’t the whole picture. 
Second, there is a natural, healthy process 
for studying: focus on a comprehensive, but 
useful understanding of core Christian truths. 
Third, the purpose of study is to have our 
minds renewed so that our hearts are set 
ablaze with passion for God and his kingdom. 
Good theology helps people, and we’re all 
theologians.

Adult education is getting 
a new name: Kingdom Life 
classes. At St. Andrew’s, we want 
our growth in knowledge to reflect this 
understanding of study’s place, process and 
purpose. The focus of these classes will be 
God’s kingdom breaking in to our lives as we 
learn, grow and live in community. Our hope 
is that through the classes offered between 
services, as well as through other events, we 
at St. Andrew’s would become increasingly 
equipped to spot God’s work in our life and to 
advance his kingdom. I invite you to join one of 
our two Kingdom Life classes this fall. If you’re 
interested in the Psalms, we’ll have a four-
week, interactive class led by Rev. Nate Smith 
and Grey Williams. We’ll also be offering a 
class on spiritual warfare and the armor of 
God led by Ryan Owsley.

I pray that the Spirit would continue working 
in our church to increase our knowledge of 
and reverence for the Scriptures, that our 
hearts would be changed and that we may 
be fully equipped to live in and advance God’s 
kingdom in our church, in our community and 
in our world. 

Will you join us?

Ryan Owsley, Kingdom Life Classes

Bad theology hurts 
people ... good theology 
helps people, and 
we’re all theologians.



I was born and raised in a small town, 
Mantachie, Miss. I joined the Air Force in 
1998 and served as an Aircraft Electrician and 
Certification Authority. After receiving Christ 
as my Lord and Savior when I was 29, I had 
a strong desire to study Scripture as I sought 
ways to serve God and the local church in 
proclaiming the Gospel. Almost a year later I 
felt God prompting me to separate from the 
Air Force to pursue ministry. I applied for an 
early release, and God opened a door for me 
to separate with an honorable discharge. After 
much prayer I moved to Birmingham, Ala., to 
attend Southeastern Bible College (SEBC), 
where I finished in May 2007. It was there that I 
met my future wife, Joy. 

Joy, who was adopted and is the youngest 
of four, grew up in Whitewater, Kansas. It was 
during her high school years that God started 
softening her heart toward ministry. She has 
spent many summers in northwest Arkansas 
at her church’s camp in Ponca. Joy first went 
to Kansas State University but was led to finish 
her degree at SEBC. After college, she went 
to Uzbekistan for nine months to serve and 
support missionaries, and when she returned to 
the U.S., she accepted a position at SEBC. 

In August of 2007, we got married and 
began our journey together in Colorado. In 
our six-plus years of living in Colorado (Denver 
and Longmont), a lot happened: we started 

our marriage, endured seminary, moved four 
times, bought two houses, were blessed with 
two boys, adopted a yellow lab, I was ordained, 
worked with three great churches, and hiked/
skied/snowshoed a lot of trails/mountains (not 

exactly in that order!). As followers of Jesus, the 
desire to “go and make disciples of all nations” 
continually tugged at our hearts. I am convinced 
that the fulfillment of God’s mission is the only 
reason the church remains on the earth — to 
live as sent ones who proclaim the good news 
to the lost sheep.  

 My family (Joy, Breeson and Eagan) and I are 
thrilled to be joining St. Andrew’s in proclaiming 
the Gospel and making disciples in North Little 
Rock! Let me begin by thanking you all for your 
support in this kingdom work to carry out the 
Great Commission Jesus has given to his people. 

Out of the 62 million people in the United 
States who still do not have a personal 
relationship with Jesus, 190,000 are living right 

here in the Little Rock metro area. That is 
why I wanted to partner with St. Andrew’s in 
reaching as many as possible. I was excited to 
hear St. Andrew’s leadership say that God has 
been preparing you all for this new and exciting 
season to carry out the mission our Lord has 
given us. The best way for the church to do this 
is by sending people (i.e. church planting) into 
cities, towns and communities to reveal God’s 
love for them by telling them about God and 
showing them through God-honoring and 
-glorifying deeds.

St. Peter’s already has some core team 
members who have spent nearly three years 
seeking to plant a church. This is going to be 
an invaluable resource going forward in making 
disciples all over Pulaski County. I am excited to 
have been called to serve as the leader of what I 
believe will be the first of many Anglican church 
plants in the Little Rock metro area. 

I want to ask all of you to seek the Lord and 
ask him if he would have you partner with us 
in making disciples who make disciples in and 
around North Little Rock. If you have any 
questions or want to know more about St. 
Peter’s church plant, please contact me. We 
look forward to getting to know you all soon!

             Grace, Peace and Love,

Jamie+

EXCITEMENT FOR CHURCH-PLANTING

Since our beginning, a deep desire of St. 
Andrew’s has been to reach unbelievers for 
Christ. One of the most effective ways to do 
this is through planting new churches. In fact, 
The Mission (AMiA) was created to reach the 
unchurched in North America by planting 
churches throughout the country.  

As a church, we are committed to living into 
the calling that Jesus has given us. “And Jesus 
came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.’” (Matt. 
28:18-20)

You and I have been given the charge to go 
into the communities where we live to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus, and to speak of his life-
giving mercy and grace. It is about following Jesus 
into the places where he has called us to foster 
culture and live radically. As we go, we do so with 
eyes to see the work God is doing among us, 
and out of this work, I believe that the Lord will 
show us areas where a church plant can reach 
and disciple more and more people for Christ.

In this season, God is calling us to faithfully 

resource and support the St. Peter’s church plant 
in North Little Rock. As we walk alongside them, 
I want to invite you to see how God might be 
calling you to be a part of this work through your 
prayers, service and for some, committing to 
join this group of people who are dedicated to 
reaching unbelievers for Christ.

Over the coming years, we will continue to 
plan and prepare, looking to the Lord in eager 
expectation as he establishes many more 
churches that are rooted in the rich soil of the 
Anglican tradition and nourished by the three life-
giving streams of Scripture, Spirit and Sacrament.

By Rev. Robert Cook, Senior Pastor

COMMITTED TO BEING 
A CHURCH-PLANTING CHURCH

By Rev. Jamie George, Church-Planting Pastor



AUGUST 2014  l  5

AJ Green

frankowski’s
15515 Joiner Rd.
Little Rock, AR 

72210

Jessie Smith, assistant to Family Ministry
jessie@saclr.org

no later than September 3

look 
forward 

to a great 
night of fun, 
fellowship 

and food

09.06
2 0 1 4

AT FIVE-THIRTY

LET’S  
HAVE 
FUN
AND

CELEBRATE

Students and 
parents, come and 

welcome AJ!

AJ Green

frankowski’s
15515 Joiner Rd.
Little Rock, AR 

72210

Jessie Smith, assistant to Family Ministry
jessie@saclr.org

no later than September 3

look 
forward 

to a great 
night of fun, 
fellowship 

and food

09.06
2 0 1 4

AT FIVE-THIRTY

LET’S  
HAVE 
FUN
AND

CELEBRATE

Students and 
parents, come and 

welcome AJ!

NEW DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRY:
EMPHASIS ON YOUTH

Many of you already know me as I have 
been a member of St. Andrew’s for about 
11 years. For those of you who don’t, I’m 
35 years old. Husband to Erin and dad to 
Simeon and Agnes. I grew up in Searcy, Ark., 
went to college at ASU-Jonesboro (GO 
WOLVES!), where I received a degree in 
theatre. I met the Author of my Salvation in 
1996. My best friend and I, Jamie Bosanko, 

started the youth program at St. Andrew’s 
with Lisa Phillips in 2003. A few years later, I 
moved on to make way for a full-time youth 
pastor and started working with Young Life 
exclusively. And, after almost seven years as 
the area director of Young Life in Little Rock, 
I felt a calling from the Lord that he wanted 
me to do something else. Here I am!  

At my core, I have a fierce desire to 

follow God’s calling and 
help others do the same. I 
not only want to help kids 
and teens see and live out of a passion for 
Jesus Christ, but adults as well. I know that 
the best way to experience the wild, exciting 
love of the Father is by following him to the 
front lines of service. 

Years ago, someone taught me that if you 
want to change a culture, you must start 
with the younger generation of that culture. 
However, without the effort of a whole 
community, this won’t happen. 

As the director of Family Ministry, I look to 
create a sense of cohesive discipleship from 
the newborns through high school seniors. 
I will be working alongside and leading Kay 
and Tongua to build on the great foundation 
that already exists so our children know the 
Gospel, grow in their love for Jesus and go 
out to reach the world. 

My primary focus will be the youth 
ministry: junior high and senior high students 
and their families. The current group of 
students has had a great foundation laid 
for them in the Word. I don’t plan to “start 
over,” but instead build on the discipleship 
that has been taking place in their lives and 
help them own their faith in a deeper way. 
I desire to meet these students where they 
are and help them grow in their love and 
knowledge of our Savior. 

I want youth group to be a place of safety 
and hope for our students. I long to create 
an enviornment where our students can 
flourish and desire to bring others, while 
still having tons of fun and building great 
relationships.

I am humbled, excited and a bit nervous 
to start this journey to help this community 
do just that.

AJ Green, Director of Family Ministry/Youth
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On August 11, the man many consider 
one of the greatest comedians of our time 
lost his long-term war with mental illness in 
an apparent suicide. Since the death of Robin 
Williams, the blogosphere has been ripe 
with commentary on depression, suicide 
and mental illness. As with most topics in 
our culture today, there seems to be two 
main opinions. Many are touting Williams’ 
decision as a final choice for freedom, stating 
that he is at peace. Unfortunately, many 
of the Christian bloggers are heaping 
coals of shame and judgment on his 
head. Meanwhile, those of us who fight 
mental illness every day simply weep 
that one of us reached those depths of 
despair and couldn’t fight their way out.

I was 18, just home from my 
freshman year of college, when I began 
to experience obsessive thoughts, anxiety 
attacks and deep depression. It should not 
have taken me, or my parents, by surprise 
as clinical depression runs deep in both sides 
of my family back several generations, but it 
did. None of us were prepared for the way it 
would alter my life. 

The thoughts and fears, which would 
be diagnosed as Obsessive Compulsive 
Disorder (OCD) many years later, began 
that summer with a vengeance. When we 
think of OCD, we often think of someone 
who straightens the fringes on a rug or who 
repeatedly washes their hands. For me, 
OCD manifested in terrifying thoughts of 
losing control and hurting those I loved, and 
offending God in some unforgiveable way. 
These thoughts were like a record with a 
scratch – they played over and over and over 
in my head. I couldn’t stop them, no matter 
how hard I tried. They were the last thing in 
my mind when I went to sleep and the first 
thing there when I woke up. I became fearful 
that the thoughts would play themselves out 
in real life. I became convinced they were 

the most real thing about me – the person 
I had always thought I was simply didn’t exist 
anymore. I became horribly depressed and 
was afraid I was literally going crazy. Though 
I grew up believing (but don’t anymore) that 
suicide was a sin that would send you straight 
to hell, it became a possibility brought on by 
desperation. It is only because of the love of 
my then boyfriend, now husband, Jeff, and 
the grace of God that I am here today.

Many people told me to pray harder, 
quote scripture or sing praise songs. I did 
those things every waking moment. There 
are a few songs I sang so often that, even 15 
years later, I can’t sing without remembering 
the desperation I felt. I prayed constantly. I 
pleaded with God. I begged him to take 
whatever was going on away. For reasons I 
will probably never understand, he chose not 
to. 

Fall came and I returned to my private, 
Christian college fully expecting everything to 
get better. It didn’t. It was then that I learned 
my coping skill – my compulsion; I began to 
always have my mind busy. A busy mind can’t 
wander to thoughts it shouldn’t have. I never 
took a long walk and just thought, never lay 
on my bed and daydreamed, never relaxed. 
Free thought was dangerous; I always had 
to be in control. But even that only worked 
some of the time. I continued to fight the 
fears and darkness until November when I 
finally broke down to one of my professors. 
I will forever be grateful to her for listening 
– listening and not judging. She suggested I 

go speak to a counselor, 
which I did. Shortly after 
Christmas, I was put on an anti-depressant, 
which changed my world. It gave me a 
fighting chance against my own mind. 

The professor who suggested I seek help 
was one of the few people with whom I 
shared my struggle who didn’t judge. There 
was a stigma surrounding any sort of mental 
illness; it meant that one was a weak Christian, 

or didn’t have enough faith. I was judged 
as lacking by the few people who knew 
I was taking an anti-depressant. Support 
from my friends and peers didn’t exist 
– in the one community that it should 
have. I learned to keep my struggles to 
myself and not let others in.

I continued to see that counselor until 
I graduated three years later, though I 

was embarrassed to be doing so. I have seen 
several others since, and I continue to take 
medication to help me fight. But it is still a 
fight, every day. I still don’t relax easily or 
daydream, although I am learning to. Some 
days and weeks are worse than others for 
no apparent reason. While most of the time 
things are smooth sailing, there are still weeks 
when the darkness closes in. But I am blessed 
to have friends, family and co-workers who 
are there for me and love me and will see me 
through even the darkest of days. 

While suicide is not a rational, logical 
decision, reading the comments of self-
proclaimed Jesus followers has broken my 
heart. They equate depression with low 
self-esteem or being down. They react with 
vitriol to those who fight mental illness. They 
heap shame and guilt on those who have 
considered giving up. One such blogger 
suggested that “joy is the only thing that 
defeats depression” as though depression 
has a simple fix – just be joyful! If someone 
with depression could “just be joyful,” they 
wouldn’t be depressed. The argument seems 

Beka LeMaster, Office Manager/Communications

MENTAL ILLNESS:
HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND

continued on next page 

If, in Christ, there is no longer 
condemnation (Romans 8:1), then 
why are we, as Christ followers, 
condemning? If Christ is love 
(I John 4:7), why aren’t we loving?
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to be that the one suffering with mental illness 
doesn’t want to get better, that they enjoy 
wallowing in depths of despair. There seems 
to be a sincere lack of understanding and love.

It saddens me that often the Church’s 
response is, at best, silence, and, at worst, 
condemnation. If, in Christ, there is no longer 
condemnation (Romans 8:1), then why are 
we, as Christ followers, condemning? If Christ 
is love (I John 4:7), why aren’t we loving? No 
one caught in the grips of depression wants to 
remain there. No one caught in the grips of 
depression truly WANTS to commit suicide. 
But sometimes the darkness can seem so 
thick that there is no way out. We know that 
Jesus is there with his arms wrapped around 
us tight, but the darkness blocks out all other 
thoughts and feelings. It takes a combination of 

counseling, love from others, medication and 
intercessory prayer to break that darkness, 
and we can’t do it alone.

As the next tragedy in our culture 
occurs, mental illness will fade from our 
collective conscience. Those who have 
stood up proclaiming that they struggle and 
explaining what it’s like will slowly sink into the 
background. I challenge you, as the body of 
Christ, to not let that happen in the Church. 
According to the National Institute of Mental 
Health, nearly 20% of the adult population 
struggles with mental illness. If we do not 
shine the light into their darkness, who will? 

If you know someone who struggles with 
mental illness, I urge you to be there for 
them. Learn all you can about what the illness 
looks like for them. Learn the signs that they 

are losing the current battle so that you can 
step in and help. For me, often Jeff realizes I 
am going downhill before I do simply because 
I am surrounded by it. Let them know that 
you love them, no matter what, and that you 
are going to be there for them every step of 
the way.

If you struggle with mental illness and you 
are losing, I implore you to get help. We have 
many amazing mental health professionals 
who attend St. Andrew’s who would love to 
help you with your fight. Or call the church 
and talk with Robert+, Dustin+ or Seth+. 
God has given us wonderful shepherds who 
care greatly for all of us. Please do not be 
ashamed or embarrassed, and don’t simply 
allow yourself to sink into the darkness. God 
loves you and we love you too much for that!

August 24
Baptism Sunday

Welcome Reception for Georges

August 26
KREW Teacher Training

August 31
No Sunday School or 
Kingdom Life Classes

September 1
Church Office Closed

September 4
BLiSS Women’s Study Begins

International Playgroup

September 6
Newcomers’ Class

September 7
Evening of Prayer & Praise

Fall Sunday School and 
Kingdom Life Classes Begin

September 9
Women’s Bible Study Begins

September 10
Women’s Bible Study Begins

September 19-20
Family Retreat

September 25
Capernaum

September 27
AMiA Diaconate Ordinations

September 29
GriefShare Begins

October 2
International Playgroup

October 4
Family Play Date

October 5
Evening of Prayer & Praise

October 8
Pumpkin Patch Trip

October 23
Capernaum

November 2
All Saints’ & Baptism Sunday

One Combined Service–No Sunday 
School or Kingdom Life Classes

All Saints’ Picnic

Evening of Prayer & Praise

November 21
KREW Family PJ & Movie Night

November 28
Thanksgiving Service
Church Office Closed

November 29
Church Office Closed

upcoming
EVENTS

continued from previous page 
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HOLY SERVICE
By Brett and Randy Likens

I heard it asked one time, “How 
is God’s kingdom breaking into your 
heart?” He has used many things 
to break his kingdom into my life, 
but two that have really proven 
powerful for me and my family are 
Capernaum and XL. YoungLife 
Capernaum meets once a month and “gives young people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities the chance to experience fun and adventure, 
to develop fulfilling friendships and to challenge their limits while building 
self-esteem through club, camp and other exciting activities.” XL stands for 
eXtraordinary Lives, the group that meets every Sunday second service 
during the sermon time. This time is used to mirror the sermon being 
taught and shows Christ’s love through the Word being shared and time 
spent talking and listening. Both ministries focus on filling a need for our 
friends with different challenges in a tangible way.  

Our family being able to serve together is something we have been 
asking the Lord to provide in his time and his way. When we heard about 
Capernaum and XL, we felt that familiar stirring from the Spirit and knew 
this was something he wanted us to enter into and serve. We will never 
forget the ride home from our first Capernaum club. We could not stop 
smiling! The car was buzzing with laughter, stories about memories from 
the night and new friendships we hoped would be made in time. The car 
got quiet for a moment and someone said, “That time we just spent felt 
very … holy.” I (Brett) have written in my Bible, “Jesus … he changes our 
values, our longings, what we pursue – a new way of being human.” The 
time with our new friends has felt that way, Jesus teaching us a new way of 
being human, and it is a beautiful thing to experience. 

We long for our special friends to know and experience the Father’s 
love. The exciting news is they can and we are humbled that he might use 
us to be a part of that process for them. In Isaiah 64:8, it says, “But now, O 
Lord, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; and all of us 
are the work of Your hand.” He is the master potter and has a wonderful 
plan in all of this. We will be forever grateful for the chance to enter into 
where he abides, and his presence is felt in these two places for sure. We 
have experienced a true feeling of family, no pretense, and a time spent 
that feels, well, holy.  

A STORY OF 
CONNECTION

At the first of the summer, 
Kathy Stephenson challenged us to 
step out and “connect” with fellow 
St. Andrew’s Church members. 
As she suggested ways to do this, 
Mark and I both felt convicted 
to have some people who also 
attend the first service to dinner in our home. We had the first 
of what we hope to be several dinners on June 28. We had 15 
in attendance. They were all people we knew but wanted to 
know better. It was a delightful evening with lots of laughter, 
some tears and also discussion of St. Andrew’s and various 
faith stories. An unexpected surprise was the connection many 
shared that we were not aware of before that night. Obviously, 
God had a hand in the guest list! We went to bed that night 
saying “God is so good!” and knowing connections were made 
far beyond just passing the peace on Sundays. 

By Mark and Mary Millsap

ORDINATION & 
CONFIRMATION
On Saturday, August 9, Rev. Seth Richardson was ordained to the 
preisthood by Bishop Sandy Green. The following day, Mike & 
Anita Bierle and Matt & Ashley Brock joined St. Andrew’s through 
confirmation.

Pictured below is Dustin+, Seth+ and Robert+ celebrating the 
Eucharist together for the first time.
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As the body of St. 
Andrew’s gathers around 

our youngest children to point them toward 
Christ, we become the hands and feet of 
Jesus to our little ones. We hold them up 
to the Lord in prayer before they are even 
born. 

As our life-giving community flourishes, 
that community can’t help but be shared. 
God’s generous Spirit of grace flows out 
of everything we do and are. We are filled 
with delight as we see and experience 
relationships being cultivated across 
generations – sometimes across three or 
four generations! 

We have a lot going on in and among 
families in the Early Childhood area. God 
is most certainly at work. One example of 
this is that God is providing opportunities 
for building lifelong, committed friendships 
between mothers and their children from 

different countries. Intentional play dates 
have recently been formed on the St. 
Andrew’s playground in conjunction with 
International Friendship Outreach.

Another example of God’s work is that 
He is providing an opportunity for us to host 
a meal at our church for approximately 80 
international women and their children on 
Thursday morning, November 20. Mothers 
of different countries will experience the 
love of Christ as they share a meal with 
St. Andrew’s women. Children of different 
countries will experience the joy of Christian 
fellowship as they play alongside each other 
in our early childhood area. We are so 
excited about this!

Thank you, St. Andrew’s, for creating 
beautiful space for beautiful community. 
Thank you for living lives open to doing his 
work and following his leading. Thank you 
for investing in the lives of our children and 
their families. Thank you for embracing the 
truth that investing in the lives of our littlest 
ones is sowing seeds in and for his kingdom. 

We invite you to join with us.

BEGINNINGS:
BEAUTIFUL COMMUNITY

Tongua Williams, Early Childhood Leader

“And they were bringing 
children to him that he 
might touch them, and the 
disciples rebuked them.  But 
when Jesus saw it, he was 
indignant and said to them, 
“Let the children come to 
me; do not hinder them, for 
to such belongs the kingdom 
of God. Truly I say to you, 
whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a child 
shall not enter it.” 
  Mark 10:13-15

Family Play Day
Saturday, October 4

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

The St. Andrew’s playground and 
Pavilion will be open to all families. 
Bring a picnic lunch and a blanket for 
your family and enjoy spending time 
with other St. Andrew’s families. 
Feel free to invite friends!
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Kay Michael, Children’s Ministry Leader

Looking over the pictures of this year’s 
Vacation Bible School brings back so many 
sweet memories: a horse drawn carriage 
ride, Dusty Priest and the Sethco Kid. But 
none can top watching children bring their 
Bibles and learn that God’s Word is our 
treasure– his very lamp, map and letter to 
us.

As a mom and former teacher in a 
Christian school, one of my highest goals and 
greatest joys has been pointing my children 
and students to the Bible. Part of our vision 
statement in the Children’s Ministry here at 

St. Andrew’s is that “children will be rooted 
in God’s truth.”

So what does that look like? What is 
Biblical literacy? Hillsong Kids leader Kathryn 
Mac Dowall, says that “Biblical literacy is that 
children will first and foremost understand 
that the Bible is God’s word to them and 
for them.”

Each Sunday in KREW and KREW Cuts 
we encourage children to bring their Bibles. 
The more familiar and comfortable they are 
finding their way in Scripture, the more likely 
they will be to use it to equip them for life and 

growth in their relationship 
with Jesus. As parents, we 
can model how God’s Word 
is our source of comfort and 
insight. I encourage families to find a Bible 
that meets your child at their developmental 
level and help them remember to bring it to 
KREW and KREW Cuts on Sunday.

Dr. Colleen Derr, a professor and 
specialist in family ministry states, “most 
importantly, Biblical literacy is to see the 
Bible as God’s story and, because they are 
God’s children, it’s their story too.”

THE BIBLE AND OUR CHILDREN

Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.    

Psalm 119:105

160 KIDS • 110 VOLUNTEERS

1 AWESOME GOD
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Rev. Seth Richardson, Pastor of Discipleship

LIFE OF DISCIPLESHIP:
ATTENTIVENESS

When I come to 
the end of the day and 

finally crash into my pillow, I often 
think to myself, “What happened today 
… do I even remember … do I want 
to remember?” It’s easy to blow right 
through day after day. I have no problem 
finding ways to avoid the inner residue 
that accumulates.

We live in a world that trains us to 
check out – to fill all 
moments of stillness with 
media and entertainment. 
The increasing 
accessibility of technology, 
moreover, makes it more 
difficult than ever to 
escape distraction and be 
fully present to others and 
ourselves. 

As a result, we have 
minds full of worries, 
tasks and racing thoughts, 
but we are rarely mindful 
of what is going on in our 
hearts. 

The problem is that the 
part of our daily life we blow through – 
the bit of our heart that goes unexamined 
– is the concrete place where God wants 
to meet us and mature us. God desires 
to meet us where we are, and this is 
good news because it means we can 
stop our desperate, sporadic attempts 
to manufacture spiritual growth. Our 
job is simply to pay attention to where 
God wants to meet us and intentionally 
receive the work he wants to do.  

In his letter to the church at 
Rome, Paul says that experiencing 
transformation and renewal in our life 
– that is, having a mind that operates in 
alignment with God’s purposes in Christ 
– begins with throwing ourselves on 
God’s mercy (Rom. 12:1-2). 

In other words, getting in on all God 
has done and is doing in Christ looks 
like offering our full selves unto God’s 
gracious activity. And this offering is all 
about being attentive and intentional: 
paying attention to God’s voice in our 
life and intentionally receiving what he 
has for us.

Paying attention is critical because, if 
we’re constantly distracted or habitually 

avoiding sustained 
examination of our 
hearts, we won’t even 
know what it looks like to 
offer our lives. Without 
watching and listening 
for the opportunity to 
throw ourselves before 
God and receive his 
mercy, chances are, 
as Paul writes, we 
are unwittingly being 
conformed to the 
world’s ways of thinking 
and living. 

Attentiveness means 
listening for God’s voice 

and watching for his work in the midst 
of the ordinary stuff of life – especially 
places of disappointment and struggle. 
This does not take place in addition to or 
apart from what we’re already doing – it 
is not more work. 

Rather than straining to muster a 
spiritual experience, we simply ask, 
“What does God have for me in the 
midst of this (e.g. disappointment with a 
job); what does he want me to receive; 
how can I throw myself on his mercy 
today?”

The good news is that God meets 
us where we are and delights in offering 
his love in Christ. May we all, by the 
Spirit, increasingly awaken to those 
opportunities.

Memorial Garden
at St. Andrew’s

Beginning several years ago, the Leadership 
Team received inquiries about the possibility of 
developing a St. Andrew’s columbarium.  Having 
a columbarium on site would allow members 
of the church, and others close to them, to 
have a final resting place at their church home 
and in meaningful proximity to family and other 
loved ones. In researching the possibilities, it 
was determined that a church columbarium did 
indeed have a great deal of appeal, not only in 
the area of good stewardship but also in the 
historical and traditional sense as related to our 
church heritage. Many Christians of years gone 
by and of this age have desired to be buried or 
inurned nearby, if not on, consecrated church 
grounds. To accommodate this reality, many 
cemeteries and columbaria have been built on 
or near church property. 

More importantly, the living out of our faith 
includes the recognition that Christian burial is 
an act of worship and indicative of our belief in 
God’s Word promising salvation and eternal life. 
The Memorial Garden at St. Andrew’s serves 
to provide the burial option of a columbarium 
niche for those who would desire to rest on our 
church grounds. St. Andrew’s has been blessed 
to receive the gift of beautiful land, a Pavilion 
facility for gathering and a Memorial Garden 
for those choosing to rest here or for others 
in attendance who desire to thank God for the 
person being laid to rest.

It is the hope of St. Andrew’s Church that all 
who desire to utilize this new Memorial Garden 
will recognize and rejoice in the new life God has 
given us beyond death. 

For information regarding the purchase 
of a Right of Inurnment, please contact Beka 
LeMaster at the church office.

Attentiveness 
means listening 
for God’s voice 
and watching 
for his work in 
the midst of the 
ordinary stuff of 
life – especially 
places of 
disappointment 
and struggle. 
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“Men of Athens, ... in Him we live and 
move and have our being, as even some of 
your own poets have said, ‘For we are also 
His offspring.’” (Acts 17: 22-29) These words 
of Paul in Athens to the Greek philosophers at 
Mars Hill demonstrate the ability of Paul, the 
apostle to the Gentiles, to both understand 
the mentality of his culture and to speak in 
terms that bridged the Christian message 
to that culture, so that Christianity could 
be comprehended by those in that world. 
Such is the purpose of Insights, a reading 
group that studies classic Christian books 
for understanding of our orthodox faith and 
how to engage our contemporary culture in 
meaningful conversation regarding the Gospel.

Our approach is very simple. The second 
Sunday evening of each month, we gather to 
have a light dinner and discussion around a 
selected book. Over the years, we have read  
C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity and Miracles, 

Augustine’s Confessions, Dr. Francis Schaffer’s 
The God who is There, Escape from Reason, 
Pascal’s Pensees, just to name a few.

We do not attempt to make you evangelical 
“preachers” of the Gospel, but rather assist 
in your ability to engage in meaningful 
conversation of connecting our faith to the way 
of thinking held by those in our culture.

“I have learned about the depth of my faith 
in ways I did not understand before,” one 
attendee said. Another said, “I understand 
much better now how to more comfortably 
talk with some of the friends around me about 
my faith.”

This fall, our meetings begin on September 
9, with an introduction. Our first reading will 
be James Sire’s The Universe Next Door, a 
Christian examination of the major worldviews 
around us today.

Bill Elkins, Th. M., brings 30 years of teaching 
experience in Bible study and Christian 

philosophy and apologetics 
to coordinate this ministry. 
He is accompanied by the 
leadership of Mr. Pat Lynch, M.Min., director of 
Christian Foundations for Ministry, and Allison 
Holland, Ph.d., director of the University 
Writing Center at the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock.

If you feel the need for a more in-depth 
understanding of your faith from a classical and 
orthodox perspective, as well as becoming 
more effective in “winning the right to be 
heard” as you attempt to share your faith, 
please consider joining us this fall for our 
readings. For more information, contact Bill 
Elkins at 258.9329. 

Insights is a community-based organization; 
it is not simply for the ministry of St. Andrew’s 
Church, so we encourage the participation of 
any and all of those around us.

INSIGHTS: 
ETERNAL TRUTHS FOR A CONTEMPORARY WORLD

Bill Elkins, Insights

MEN’S
ministry

W Fall Bible Studies
The Gospel According to Luke
Tuesdays, September 9 – November 18
10 –11:30 a.m. • Andrew Room

Tuesday mornings will be a time to return to the center and 
engage the truth, joy, beauty and challenge of the Gospel. You 
are invited to join in the exploration of what Jesus has for us in 
Luke.

Contact Carol McMath (cbmmcmath@sbcglobal.net; 529-
8990) for more information.

The Power in the Blood of 
Christ by Jennifer Kennedy Dean
Wednesdays, September 10 – October 29
10–11:30 a.m. • Andrew Room

As you walk through this eight-week, interactive study, begin 
to realize anew the cleansing power of Christ’s blood in your 
own life. Packed with substance, Power in the Blood of Christ 
explores the immense power of the blood of Christ in the life 
of the believer. This blood has the power to cleanse from sin 
and is the very heartbeat of the living, active Word of God. 

Contact Bonnie Holmes (bbholmes@sbcglobal.net; 
804-1353) for more information.

TBD
Wednesday Evenings 

BLiSS: Because the Lord Says So
Thursdays, September 4 – November 20
9:45–11:30 a.m. • Andrew Room

In Luke 5:5, Simon responded to Jesus’ command to let 
down the nets by saying, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night 
and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let 
down the nets.” How do we respond when God tells us to 
do something? Do we respond with unquestioning obedience? 
Using scripture(s) from the Lectionary, we will encounter 
Jesus and one another as we look at who God is and what 
he is doing in our everyday lives. Child care for infants through 
preschoolers is available with pre-registration. Register your 
children at bit.ly/1psdLVW. 

Contact Tongua Williams (tongua@saclr.org; 614-6061) for 
more information.

LIFE OF DISCIPLESHIP:
ATTENTIVENESS
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GriefShare is a grief recovery 
ministry focused on individuals 
who have experienced the 
death of a spouse, child, family member or 
friend. Many grieving people find they are only 
beginning the work of healing when friends 
or family members have returned to their 
daily life routines. Too often people, including 
Christians, tend to stuff their grief instead of 
allowing it to do the God-given work for which 
it is intended. Don’t allow fear of what others 
may think to keep you from what could help 
you. Confidentiality is very much a part of this 
program.

Your bereavement experience may 
be recent or not so recent. You will find 
encouragement, comfort and help in grieving 
the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, 
other family member or friend. No matter 

what the cause of your loved one’s death, this 
is an opportunity to be around people who 
understand what you are feeling. You will learn 
how to recognize the symptoms of being stuck 
in grief and that you do not need to live in 
bondage to certain emotions. You will learn 
valuable information about facing your new 
normal in life and renewing your hope for the 
future. 

GriefShare has just revised its materials. 
The biggest improvement is in the DVD videos 
used in the sessions. The videos include 20 
new experts, 69 new testimonial interviews, 
11 compelling mini-dramas, and a professional 
HD video. Also included is a new workbook, 
enhanced and refined leader tools, and a 
fresh new look. The 13 sessions involve video 
seminars featuring personal stories of people 
grieving, along with insights from professional 

Christian experts on grief recovery topics; 
support groups; and a workbook for personal 
study, including scripture.  

The videos feature nationally respected 
grief experts and real-life stories of people, 
followed by a small-group discussion about 
what was viewed. “GriefShare literally saved 
my life,” said Suzanne McDonald, who along 
with her husband, Ed, and Gail Douglas will 
serve as facilitators.  

GriefShare will be held on 13 Mondays at 
St. Andrew’s, starting at 6:30 p.m., September 
29, in the Andrew Room. You are welcome 
to begin attending the GriefShare group at 
any session. Each is “self-contained,” so you 
do not have to attend in sequence. You will 
find encouragement and help whenever you 
begin. Cost is $20 for materials. To register, 
call the church office at 614.6061.

The mission statement of Malachi Ministries 
International (MMI) is to bring encouragement, 
revelation, and vision through strategic 
relationships developed in the sovereignty, 
mercy and faithfulness of God our Father for 
the advancement of his kingdom throughout 
the earth; to encourage the development 
of spiritual fathers as God’s vessels to birth 
and disciple radical relationships within the 
body of Christ through the impartation of a 
deeper understanding of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, his work of atonement in and through 
the cross, and the transforming power of the 
Holy Spirit released in his resurrection; and 
to see manifested in individuals, in families, in 
and among churches, and throughout God’s 
kingdom the fruit of such relationships, honoring 
the value and worth of the individual among the 
community of believers.

The Lord has provided multiple opportunities 
for MMI, in conjunction with other ministry 
partners, to work with indigenous/national 
pastors and church leaders to advance the 
kingdom of God within those respective 

countries. These opportunities have taken 
us to more than 16 nations on four different 
continents and have yielded rich, continuing 

relationships with pastors, church leaders and 
their families. The most significant moments of 
our trips seem to occur in homes during meals 
or while sharing coffee or tea.

In 2009, Mike Bernadsky, founder and 
president of Total Healing Ministries, invited 
me to help him with a conference for pastors 
and church leaders in the Kicukiro District of 
Kigali, Rwanda. I just returned from a 19-day 
trip with Mike, our fourth trip to Africa together. 
With each trip, the number of conferences has 
increased. This time included three in Rwanda 
and one in Uganda.  

Please pray that we will continue to be 
sensitive to the Holy Spirit as we teach and that 
those attending the different conferences will 
receive Holy Spirit-inspired understanding and 
life as well as an empowerment to communicate 
that understanding and life to others.

MALACHI MINISTRIES
By Jim Miller

By Ed McDonald
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The New Anglican Missionary Society 
(NAMS) was started in 1993 by The Rev. 
Canon Dr. Jon Shuler at the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit. At first, it was focused only 
on helping to start new Great Commission 
Congregations in North America. In its third 
year, NAMS was invited to assist a group of 
people in Little Rock in starting a church. 
Beginning that year, NAMS and St. Andrew’s 
forged a partnership in the Lord that is still 
unfolding. Whenever we have been able, we 
have worked together for the spread of the 
kingdom of God.

The primary ministry of NAMS 
has become the establishing of new 
congregations throughout the world. We are 
praying and working to see that happen with 
a particular strategic pattern.

When a new field opens to NAMS, the 
first step is to establish a community of 

people dedicated to 
the work of starting 
new communities 
of faith, called a 
Base Community. 
As this community 

establishes itself, with God’s help, as a living 
model of Great Commission life, it becomes 
an incubator of new leadership for planting 
new churches, serves as a training center 
for those learning to be church-planting 
missionaries and is a support platform for 
those it sends out. A NAMS Base Community 
is not a parish church, but it helps to start 
networks of parish churches. The churches 
it helps to start all come under the care of a 
supporting bishop as soon as possible, if not 
from the beginning. 

At the present time, we have a strategic 
focus on establishing a NAMS Base 
Community in each of 15 global regions, 
widely known in missionary circles as 
“Mega Blocs.” We send men and women 
into each of these regions who will “preach 
and teach Jesus Christ, plant new churches 

wherever God opens 
the door, always obey 
the Holy Spirit and 
never ... break the Word of God.” Once 
the Base Communitiy is established and 
well functioning, teams are sent out to do 
the same in the nations or people clusters 
within that region. There are approximately 
250 such people clusters and/or nations 
worldwide. We pray for openings for the 
Gospel in all of them. At this time, we have 
ongoing work in seven of the 15 regions, are 
actively involved in missionary partnerships 
in four more and doing initial networking 
in the remaining four. We pray daily for the 
Lord to raise up more laborers to help us.

We thank God for all the ways St. 
Andrew’s has carried forward the work we 
began here together in 1996. We pray for 
you all to be faithful disciple-making disciples. 
And of course we would love to have 
more folks at St Andrew’s join our team of 
intercessors, supporters and workers. Please 
write to us at info@NAMSnetwork.com.

The Rev. Canon Dr. Jon Shuler, Servant General, NAMS
Canon Missioner, Diocese of Sabah, Malaysia

In the last two months, we have welcomed three new 
staff members to the St. Andrew’s Team: Jessie Smith, 
Executive Assistant to Executive Pastor/Family Ministry;  
Jamie George, Church-Planting Pastor; and AJ Green, 
Director of Family Ministry/youth. You can read more 
about Jamie and AJ on pages 4 and 5. 

Jessie Smith grew up in central Arkansas and graduated 
from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock in 2012 with 
a degree in interdisciplinary studies. She has a wonderful 

husband, Nathan, whose parents, Wayne and Jeanie Smith, introduced them to 
St. Andrew’s Church. Jessie has worked in public schools and children’s ministry 
for the past five years and is elated to be a part of the St. Andrew’s staff and 
community. Nathan and Jessie make their cozy home in Maumelle with two 
dogs and a bunny.

WELCOME NEW STAFF NEW ALTAR KNEELER
The 10 Commandments 
Given in thanksgiving for Jimmy Van Dover by his 
wife. Designed by Patricia O’Neil and stitched by 
Donna McConnell and Karen Shires.
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After working in the United Arab 
Emirates for more than two years (2010-
2013) and spending most of 2013 regrouping 
in Little Rock, we moved to Rwanda in 
January of this year. We live in Butare, 
a small university town in the Southern 
Province of the country, which is about two 
hours from Kigali. Doug is associated with 
two organizations that support our work 
in Rwanda. The first, Global Scholars, is a 
Christian mission organization that places 
secular professors in university classrooms 
internationally in order to have a positive 
influence on students. The second, Human 
Resources for Health, is a project of the 
Clinton Foundation focused on improving 
the health care and health education 
infrastructures in Rwanda. While Doug 
(a pathologist) is teaching and performing 
clinical work in a university hospital, Caron (a 

nurse) has focused her efforts on the launch 
of Grace Anglican Preschool, an outreach 
effort to working families sponsored by 
our local Anglican church. Outside of our 
work, we enjoy running and getting to know 
Rwandan students and our neighbors.

We enjoy living in Rwanda very much. 
It is a good fit for us both personally and 
professionally. At the same time, we face 
significant challenges for which we appreciate 
your encouragement and prayers:

• That we discern what work-related 
efforts we should pursue among the 
many opportunities available for service;

• That we reach out to our students and 
mentor them in ways that give maximal 
glory to God;

• That we actively seek-out and pursue 
the relationships that present themselves 
to us; and

• That we successfully raise the financial 
support that we need in order to remain 
in Rwanda long term (for additional 
details please see global-scholars.org or 
ask us: dougandcaron@att.net).

Thank you St. Andrew’s! We love and 
miss our home church!

GREETINGS FROM RWANDA
By Doug and Caron Blackall

If you have never 
personally been affected by 
a disaster, chances are you 
know someone who has. 
Given the often massive 

needs of a community after a disaster, a small 
group from St. Andrew’s met recently to 
discuss when and how we as a church might 
respond to these situations. One only need 
to look as far as the words of Jesus to know 
how we, as Christ followers, should respond 
to the needs of those around us.  

In Luke 10, Jesus tells the disciples the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. While 
traveling, a Samaritan encouncers a Jewish 
man who has come face-to-face with a 
disaster. The Jew was attacked and robbed 
by a band of thieves and left to die on the 

side of the road. The Samaritan’s responses 
was to attend to the immediate problem by 
providing bandaging the man’s wounds.  He 
then developed an action plan for recovery, 
which involved taking the Jewish man to an 
inn and paying for his recovery time there.

Our goal, as a church, is to respond in a 
similar manner. To “go and do likewise,” and 
do so in Jesus’ name. 

No two disasters are alike, and each 
one will need to be addressed individually. 
However, our general direction is to find 
a local church in the disaster area that we 
can come alongside and help them meet 
the needs of their immediate community. In 
doing so we will be responding to the needs 
created by the disaster, as well as helping to 
strengthen the local church and its testimony 

in the community.
Our response will often not be to the 

immediate crisis itself. There are already 
many very well-trained, professional 
organizations whose mission, experience, 
size and scope enable them to address these. 
What most people forget is that recovery is 
a long-term project. People need help long 
after the media’s attention has moved on.  
This is where the local church can carry 
much of the weight. If we can help them 
to meet needs in Jesus’ name, then we will 
have heeded and responded to the Good 
Samaritan’s example.

When the tornado struck Mayflower and 
Vilonia on April 27, the first challenge for our 
team was to connect with a church in that 
area. Mayflower First Baptist Church was 

continued on next page 

Gary Shires, Disaster Relief Team

A BIBLICAL RESPONSE TO DISASTER
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The road from Mwanza to Kibondo is long 
and dusty. Kibondo is, of course, the diocese 
of Bishop Sospeter, and was our destination 
this past May. Mwanza is the second largest 
city in Tanzania, overlooking and embracing 
the southern shores of Lake Victoria, and was 
where the bishop met up with Pastor Robert 
and me to begin the last leg of our journey.

During the six-hour drive, we passed 
through numerous small towns, the most 
singular of which is Geita. Other than a few 
nicer houses, a small hotel and somewhat 
more numerous vehicles, there was nothing 
to the eye to set Geita apart, but the bishop 
told us as we passed through the town that 
gold was mined there. Indeed, the Geita Gold 
Mine is Tanzania’s largest gold producer. We 
marveled that these ordinary hills surrounding 
the town were the source of such abundant 
and hidden wealth.

The true treasure, though, awaited us in 
Kibondo. What is so special about Kibondo? 
With a population of about 400,000, Kibondo 
District is, in most ways, quite ordinary. 
There is no major industry to speak of, no 
great centers of higher learning, no powerful 

political leaders to proffer their patronage. 
What we found, though, was vibrant faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, a Christian community 
that loves to be together in worship and a 
spirit of hospitality toward us, their brothers 
in Christ from afar, that transcended their 
meager material possessions.

At each parish we visited, we could sense the 
presence of the risen Christ and see the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit in the lives of the congregation. 
At Kumwambu parish, our first stop, we 
worshiped in an unfinished church building 
that the congregation has been constructing 
brick by brick (they make their own) for 
the past 12 years in order to better reach 
their community with the Gospel. We later 

stopped to visit at a new 
church plant strategically 
located near the local bus 
stop. The small church 
building there was made 
of woven cane that was hastily being expanded 
by members of the congregation in order to 
accommodate the new visitors expected at 
the Sunday service the next morning. (We 
later learned that they were full to overflowing 
despite the expansion.) The lattice work of the 
cane construction reminded me of a fish net, 
which was so appropriate for these fishers of 
men.

Perhaps our most touching visit was to 
Kasebuzi parish, where we were greeted 
with such enthusiastic song and dance and 
worshiped together under the trees outside the 
church in the cool of the early Sunday evening. 
At one point they sang out “Askofu” (“Bishop”) 
in joyful welcome to Bishop Sospeter, and he 
was clearly moved by their love for him and 
his love for them. How amazing it was to find 
this hidden treasure of love and faith and hope. 
These are our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
What a blessed family we share!

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, so that the tested genuineness 
of your faith - more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire - may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honor at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ” (I Peter 1:6-7).

HIDDEN TREASURE
The Rev. Dr. Nate Smith

amazingly spared from storm damage even 
though their building sat in the midst of it.  
Pastor David Fox seemed very open to our 
coming alongside them during the recovery 
phase.

In order to take an immediate and positive 
response in this direction, team members 
came up with the idea of Comfort Kits for Kids. 
Many of our families responded generously 

and rapidly to the idea of constructing these 
shoeboxes of comfort to share with children 
who had just been through this traumatic 
life experience.  Thanks to all of you who 
responded to this call for assistance. The 
recipients will remember your act of kindness 
for a very long time.

Because recovery is a very long process, 
we have no idea when or how we will be 

able to effectively minister with our friends 
in Mayflower, but we are continuing to be in 
contact and are sharing thoughts on how we 
can best serve in this area.

We are committed to keeping you 
updated as we find ways to help. If your 
heart is moved by this opportunity to serve 
in Christ’s name, our team would love to 
hear from you.  

continued from previous page 
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